What is the point(s) of this parable?
The Picture
Jesus had just left dining with a group of Pharisees in the home of a Pharisee. While there He pronounced five "woes" on them for their hypocritical behavior. After leaving there many thousands had gathered to listen to Him. Despite the enormous crowd waiting to hear Him speak, He began by addressing things only to His close group of disciples. His brief discourse expressed how valuable people are and how worthless possessions truly are, how they should fear God and not man, how they should protect and proclaim with confidence the Name of Christ, and that disowning the Holy Spirit leads to death. 
